One:

Focus group discussions are showing that  while women have been responsible for obtaining nets for themselves while they are pregnant, and for their children under 5, men are the ones in the household who are important in making sure the family members sleep under nets. Men in the FGDs said that they didn’t like spending money and time to treat malaria and that it would be worth it to them make sure their families slept safe, to avoid those expenses. They said they looked up to men who were able to provide for their families, but didn’t like men who bragged about all of this. 

Two:

Net use has leveled off in the country. FGD show that nets are seen as somewhat of a nuisance, but people recognize the utility. Mothers in particular were attracted by the message that their children would do better in school if they used their net and seldom got malaria. It was not just the missing of the school days that they disliked, they wanted to prevent the damage that malaria does to the brain, which can slow learning. They liked thinking that their kids could grow up strong and be successful if they slept under nets all the time.

Three: 

The communities at the rural level are very close-knit. The sense of community is very strong. FGDs within various communities all are showing that the idea that community use of nets at a high level (>70%) protects everyone in the village, and that responsibility for others was strong. One participants said “You mean if I sleep under a net, it helps my neighbor next door? And if I don’t sleep under my net, then he is more likely to get malaria? That is very important to me.”
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