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• Ghana has implemented school-based  

distribution (SBD) of ITNs since 

2012 and has distributed over ten 

million ITNs through this channel.

• Sierra Leone piloted SBD in the 

Kono district in April 2023. 

• Both countries were supported by 

PMI Evolve and had ITN waste 

management as part of the 

distribution plan.
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Both countries distributed 

individually packed ITNs 

involving bailing and 

individual bags

-Bailing: packaging including outer 

wrapping, straps and bands

-Individual bag: Covering that 

encase an ITN

- ITN packaging: Either individual 

bag, bailing material or both.
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• The 2011 WHO 
recommendation on the sound 
management of packaging for 
LLINs details Do’s and Don'ts to 
ensure ITN packaging is disposed 
off in a sound environmentally 
safe manner. 

• PMI Evolve TA on the subject is 
anchored on the WHO 
recommendation, best practices 
developed across vector control 
activities (ITN, IRS, LSM) and 
country level guidance.
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Do’s 

1. Bury ITN packaging  100m 

or more away from water 

sources and residences.

2. Incinerate under high 

temperatures (850-1100 

degrees C). Mostly available 

in district hospitals. 

Don’ts 

1. Packaging should NOT be 

burned in open air 

2. Packaging including bailing 

straps should NOT be 

reused for any purpose

3. Do not dispose ITN 

packaging as part of 

ordinary waste or in 

improper sanitary landfills
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Successes

• Each school has just a few ITN 
bailing to manage

• Individual bags are managed at 
household level and never gets 
aggregated 

• Guidance on re-purposing of 
old ITNs 

• ITN packaging and end of life 
nets contain limited insecticide 
and are not overly hazardous

• Biodegradable packaging 
available

Challenges 

• Ensuring conformity

• Inadequate funding for SBC to 
promote sound ITN waste 
management 

• Seemingly lack of appreciation 
of the environmental and 
health impact of ITN packaging

• Limited guidance on disposal 
of end-of-life ITNs 

• Lack of incinerators in schools 
and community clinics.  
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