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What is SBC? Why Does it Matter for Malaria?

• Many malaria interventions depend on human behavior to be successful and 
sustainable in the long run
– Getting the information out is important for ITN campaigns

• SBC can run deeper, beyond telling people how and when to register, how to hang nets, 
etc

• Social and behavior change impacts individual and community behavior by
– Equipping people with skills, confidence, knowledge, attitudes and intentions for change
– Changing underlying social norms
– Creating an enabling environment

• SBC is driven by scientific theories of social change and behavior change
• SBC is evidence-based and strategic in its activities, targets and identification 

of audiences
• Uses many approaches, including health communication and community 

mobilization
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Discussion Question:

In what ways is SBC incorporated into ITN 
campaigns?

De quelle manière la CSC est-elle intégrée dans les 
campagnes de l'ITN ?
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Why Community and Faith Leaders?

• Local leaders are crucial in helping communities take action in the fight against 
malaria

• Important role in health issues around the world
– Including malaria

• Deep roots in local communities
• Community and faith values often reflect those of malaria prevention 

programs
• Crucial role in social and behavior change

– Community members need support from sources they know and trust, like local leaders
– Local leaders can help families better understand malaria and how to change their behaviors

• Leads to long-lasting, sustainable change
– Social and behavior change is grounded in community engagement
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Discussion Question:

How have you engaged community and faith leaders 
in your ITN campaigns?

Comment engagé utilisé les leaders communautaires 
et religieux dans vos campagnes MII ?
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communityleadermalariatoolkit.org

• Optimized for print or 
mobile use since current 
trends show many in 
malaria endemic countries 
access the internet on 
mobile devices

• Intended audience include 
national and sub 
national leaders of faith 
and community based 
organizations 

• Available in English, 
French, Spanish, and 
Portuguese

Scan with 
your phone’s 

camera to 
visit the toolkit

https://communityleadermalariatoolkit.org/
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This toolkit is YOURS!

• Adapt the content of the toolkit to fit your needs, no permission 
needed
– Use the parts that are useful to you
– Translate it into different languages
– Change what you need to make it useful

• Share how you are using the toolkit with ashley.riley@jhu.edu

mailto:ashley.riley@jhu.edu
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Toolkit Content: Four Areas
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Context

• Section helps users:
– Investigate the extent of the 

malaria problem in their 
areas

– Learn what the ongoing 
efforts are

– Identify who to coordinate 
with
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Malaria Actions to Promote

• Teaches users more about 
malaria

• Clearly lays out what key 
behaviors leaders should 
promote to prevent and 
treat malaria
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Key Action 1: Every Household Member Should Sleep 
Under an Insecticide-Treated Net (ITN) Every Night

Behaviors to Promote:

• Every family member should sleep under an insecticide-treated net every night, 
all year round.

Key Messages (WHO Guidance on Malaria Vector Control):

• Insecticide-treated nets act as a barrier that keep mosquitoes away from people. 
Insecticide-treated nets are also treated with a chemical barrier that repels, 
weakens, and kills mosquitoes.

• Insecticide-treated nets are safe to use according to the World Health 
Organization and are not harmful to babies, children, or adults.

• Insecticide-treated nets protect people from malaria and should not be used for 
other purposes

https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789241550499


13

Key Actions
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Additional Resources for Malaria Actions to Promote
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Using Malaria SBC in Your Work

• Takes users step by step in planning 
for integrating malaria social and 
behavior change efforts into their 
ongoing activities

• Includes many resources to use 
directly
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Step 1: Align Your Values
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Step 2: Understand Your Audience
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Example Worksheets

Organizational 
Assets 

Worksheet

Community 
Asset Map 
Worksheet

Activity Timing 
Table

Tailoring Your 
Messages 

Worksheet

Key 
Audiences 
Worksheet
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Additional Resources



20

Advocacy

• These types of leaders are often well placed to 
be good advocates for local health and malaria 
policy and domestic resources mobilization.

• Shows users how advocacy can help 
communities raise political will and 
additional malaria resources and better use 
available resources.
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Discussion Question:
Please share a positive or negative example of 

advocacy efforts and what made them successful 
(or something that did not work)

Veuillez partager un exemple positif ou négatif 
d'efforts de plaidoyer et ce qui en a fait le succès (ou 
quelque chose qui n'a pas fonctionné) (ou ce qui n'a 

pas fonctionné)
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Frequently Asked Questions

• Prepares toolkit users for 
questions or issues that may 
come up during their malaria 
work and how to effectively 
and correctly respond.
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Discussion Question:

How do you see yourself using this toolkit?

Comment envisagez-vous d'utiliser cette boîte à 
outils ?
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@BreakthroughAR @Breakthrough_AR

www.breakthroughactionandresearch.org

Thank you

For more information, please contact:

Ashley Riley
Program Officer II

ashley.riley@jhu.edu


